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Extract  from  interrogation 
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dated  11  Li- m  ch  1946 _ 
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As  I  understand,  Mr,  TOGO,  that  final  note  '-hich  'vas  sent 
on  December  7,  1941  (Tokyo  time)  to  NOMURA  in  Washington 
vns  not  a  declaration  of  war  but  a  fi^al  note  breaking 
off  negotiations. 

As  I  said  before  ,  th  ;•  final  notification  of  the  Japanese 
government  va3  to  be.  delivered  by  the  Ambassadors  in 
Washington  at  the  instructions  of  the  Jao->.nrsc  government 
at  3  AM,  December  8,  Tokyo  time,  r’hat  notification  did 
,not  contain  the  words.  "declaration  of  '’nr,"  but  did  state 
the  cassation  of  negotiations  ->nd  the  severance  of  dinlo- 
mntic  relations,  nhicn  in  the  light  of  the  situation 
nrevailing  at  that  time  "as  considered  tantamount  to  a 
declaration  of  var. 


Who  v/ould  hr  considered  rcsDonsiblo.  who  mould  you  consider 
resnonsiblo  for  the  composition  of  that  note. 

That  notification,  as  I  havr  oreviously  cxolain«d,  mas  a 
svmration  of  the  results  of  the  studies  >nd  discussions 
which  took  Dlaco  at  the  liaison  conferences  regarding 
negotiations  with  the  Vnited  States,  The  note  itself  was 
•'r-’.tton  by  the  Forign  Offic  ,  but  the  r  soonsibility  for 
the  composition  r  sts  "ith  the  part* clotting  merb<  rs  of 
*hc  liaison  conferences.  The  resoonsibility  for  the 
contents  of  the  notification  rests  with  the  mv.rb^s  of  the 
liaison  confer'  'ices.  Furthermore,  the  matter  r,as  -Iso 
reported  to  the  Cabinet  and  oassea'  the  Cabinet  •-ithout. 
objection. 

Could  you  pivr  mo  the  names  of  the  individuals  at  the 
liaison  conferences  and  the  Cabinet  rombors  "ho  "'ould  be 
considered  responsible  fo?  the  contents  of  the  no'c. 

As  I  have  said  at  a  previous  meeting,  "embeds  of  a  liaison 
conference,  mho  were  resnonsiblo  for  the  study  and  dis¬ 
cussions  on  the  mi  tier  •"<  re  'WDJO,  SNIMADA,  SUGIYAMA,  NAGANO, 
TSUX4DA,  ITO,  KAYA,  SUZUKI,  and  the  throe 'secretaries, 

‘IOSH I  NO ,  HUTO  and  OKA,  As  to  the  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
under  the  constitution  they  are  responsible  for  docisisions 
of  the  Cabinet,  even  on  matters  outside  of  the  competence 
of  thoir  respective  offices. 


I  understood  from  you  that  the  note  -'as  composed  by  the 
Foreign  Office  after  the  contents  of  mbit  the  note  should 
contain  had  been  decided  uoon  at  the  liaison  conference. 


_ 


also  understand  +hat  after  the  note  '"as  composed  by 
tho  Foreign  Office  it  was  presented  for  approval  to 
the  Cabinet  on  December  1,  1941,  at  which  time  the 
Cabinet  approved  it.  Is  my  understanding  correct,  ' 

The  First  part  of  your  understanding  is  correct,  that  is, 
■*hat  the  writing  of  the  note  took  place  in  accordance 
with  the  decision  of  the  liaison  conforcnco  as  to  its 
contents.  However,  I  should  like  to  make  some  correction 
as  to  tho  date,  December  1  "as  tho  date  of  the  Imperial 
Conference,  at  which  chc  decision  for  war  was  made. 

However,  previous  to  the  Imperial  Conference  the  wain 
points  of  the  note  to  be  sent  **er e  reported  to  the  Cabinet; 
but  as  to  the  drr.ft  Lng  of  *tie  note,  that  came  a  f*r  rwards , 
and  at  a  later  Cabinet  reeling  tho  main  points  were  further 
explained  and  tho  continuation  of  +hc  explanation  that  was 
made  at  the  former  Cabinet  meeting.  I  cannot  recall 
definitely,  bit  it  seems  to  be  around  November  30,  but 
I  could  have  tnc  '■'at*  more  definitely  confirmed  later. 


Do  vou  not  think  that  the  time  in  preparing  the  note  after 
the  details  of  "'hat  it  should  contain  "ere  decided  on 
November  3°  was  toe  „.ong. 

As  you  say,  it  seems  that  considerable  time  was  consumed, 
but  before  the  final  draft  was  approved  tho  note  went  through 
a  series  of  many  revisions.  The  t'-o  secretaries  of  the  . 
liaison  conference,  the  Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs 
Bureau,  KUTO ,  and  the  Chief  of  the  Navy  Affairs  Bureau, 

CKA,  were  in  frequent  contact  with  the  Foreign  Office  in 
connection  with  the*  drafting  of  the  note.  They  repre¬ 
sented  the  driving  force  of  the  tame,  that  is,  the  Army 
War  Office  cind  th>;  Army  General  Staff  and  the  Navy  Office 
and  the  Navy  General  Staff,  and  on  practical  matters  these 
two  men  represented,  these  t-o  fighting  services  in  making 
frequent  contacts  with  the  Foreign  Office  in  the  raking  of 
the  draft.  As  a  consequence,  many  revisions  wore  gone 
through,  3oing  personally  interested  in  the  process  and 
course  of  the  revision  that  '"as  gone  through,  I  'anted  to 
have  some  concrete  materials  on  the  subject,  that  is.  the 
copies  of  tho  many  revisions  that  were  mad*''  at  the  time. 

But  I  found  out  that  these  materials,  too,  had  been 
destroyed  in  tho  air  raid;  and,  therefore,  I  am  not  able  to 
offer  substantial  materials  to  explain  my  point.  Had  I  had 
such  materials,  I  could  moro  clearly  explain  some  of  the 
reasons  for  tho  dela^  that  ’"as  taken  in  co^pl-tine  the  draft 
of  the  note. 
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From  ".’hat  you  have  stated  ”rovld  you  corsidcr  that  the 
members  of  the  Cabinet  and  members  of  the  liaison 
conference,  ’•"nose  names  vou  have  mentioned,  are  equally 
responsible  "'it. a  'rou  as  regards  to  the  contents  of  the 
note  and  its  delivery. 


As  to  the  contents  of  the  note.  I  think  it  is  bait 
natural  that  all  the  mothers  o''  the  liaison  conference 
arc  responsible,  i:.  to  tno  cabinet,  they  -'ovld  have  at 
least  a  final  responsibility  in  'hat  they  expressed  no 
objection,  that  is,  from  the  legal  point  of  vie’.'.  Of  course, 
it  all  depones  v/he+her  you  vie’?'  the  matter  superficially 
or  formally,  or  •••hetiu  r  yoo  ’"ould  like  to  view  it  more 
profoundly*.  Bu4- ,  practically  speaking,  in  ihe  light  of 
actualities  it  mier.t  be  said  that  there  is  a  difference 
in  tho  degree  of  responsibility  by  the  liaison  conference 
and  the  Cabinet  because  not  all  tho  Cabinet  members 
attended  the  liaison  conference,  hot  the  situation  was  such 
that  '”h9tevcr  ■■•.'as  approved  by  4hr  liaison  conference  was 
approved  by  the  Cabinet .  Although  there  may  be  a  difference 
in  degree  of  responsibility,  the  Cabinet  might  have  at 
least  a  nominal  responsibility. 
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